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‘LOVE IS STRONGER THAN HATE’: This was the cover of Charlie 
Hebdo from Nov. 8, 2011, the first issue conceived after its offices were 
firebombed. 
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House of Burgess: Not afraid - Je suis Charlie 


Terrorists only win when we give in to fear 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


On Jan. 7, a pair of heavily armed murderers blasted their way into the Paris 
offices of Charlie Hebdo, a satirical weekly newspaper. Thus began three 
days of madness in France, which suffered the deadliest terrorist attack in 


50-plus years. 


By Friday, 17 people (and three terrorists) had been killed, 21 were injured 
and an additional suspect fled. The gunmen claimed to be acting on the 


behest of al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (which confirmed the claim 


Friday) in retaliation of cartoons mocking the Prophet Muhammad. Record 
crowds flooded streets in cities around the world carrying signs reading 


“Not Afraid” and “Je suis Charlie” (I am Charlie). Others raised pencils. 


Several heroic Muslims also emerged. Policeman Ahmed Merabet was shot 


by the terrorists near the Charlie Hebdo offices as they left. 


“My brother was Muslim and he was killed by people who pretend to be 
Muslims,” said Merabet’s brother at a Saturday news conference, according 


to the BBC. 


On Friday, Lassana Bathily, a 24-year-old Malian Muslim, saved the lives of 


seven people at the kosher grocery store Hyper Cacher in Paris. 


“Bathily turned off the stockroom’s freezer and hid a group of frightened 
shoppers inside before sneaking out through a fire escape to speak to 


police,” reported The Associated Press Sunday. 


You may remember my co-worker Martin Slagter’s Oct. 6, 2014, story about 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community Indiana Chapter’s observance of Eid-ul 
Adhia. The group’s national headquarters immediately issued a press 


release Jan. 7 in which it “categorically [condemned] the barbaric attack.” 


There are plenty of lewd Charlie Hebdo covers that lambast figures from all 
three of the major Abrahamic religions. This attack prompted a question: to 


publish any of the cartoons, or not? The Los Angeles Times, Slate, The 


Washington Post, The Dallas Morning News, Vox, The Huffington Post, The 
Daily Beast, Business Insider and BuzzFeed were but a few of the digital 
and print news outlets to do so. Hamburger Morgenpost, a German daily 
tabloid, was firebombed (with no injures and little damage) Sunday after 
following suit, reported Agence France-Presse’s Deborah Cole. Meanwhile, 


CNN, The Guardian, The AP, The New York Times and more withheld them. 


This is a story about images, and I won’t be bullied into abdicating my 


journalistic duties. The worst course of action would be to cower in fear. 


“The most responsible thing we can do is be aware that the most likely 
threat to freedom will now come from within,” wrote Joe Randazzo, 
comedian and former editor of American satirical newspaper The Onion, in 


his Jan. 7 MSNBC piece. 


The cover I chose was published Nov. 8, 2011, and was the first issue 
conceived after Charlie Hebdo’s offices were firebombed a week before. It 
features a dusky gentleman wearing a kufi and thawb planting a kiss on a 
pale cartoonist with a pencil behind his ear sporting a black T-shirt 
featuring the white lettering of the Charlie Hebdo nameplate. The 


background is rubble. The headline translated: “Love is stronger than hate.” 


The terrorists not only wanted to silence Charlie Hebdo but to instill a 


freeze on all free expression. The new issue will run on schedule today with 


3 million copies, up from its usual 60,000. I look forward to finding one. I 


am not afraid. Je suis Charlie. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


